Contribution to variability in response to opioids.
Opioids are the oldest and most effective agents for the short- and long-term control of severe pain, particularly chronic cancer pain palliation. However, morphine and other opioids display wide variations in pharmacological efficacy and tolerability, and a significant number of patients are unable to achieve adequately controlled pain at doses that do not produce intolerable adverse effects. This article reviews factors that affect the efficacy and tolerability of opioid analgesics and clinical strategies for successful pain mangement.